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E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJ: SHOWING OF SOVIET APOLLO-SOYUZ FILM 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND A GROUP OF FIVE EMBASSY OFFICERS, 
INCLUDING THE IO/APAO, ATTENDED A SPECIAL SHOWING, 
DECEMBER 2, OF THE NEW SOVIET FILM ON THE APOLLO-SOYUZ 
MISSION./' 

2. THE HOUR-LONG 16MM COLOR FILM, IN SPANISH, WAS SHOWN 
TO EMBASSY OFFICERS AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY AT THE INVITA- 
TION OF AMBASSADOR NICOLAI V. DEMIDOV. ONLY TWO OTHER 
SOVIET DIPLOMATS ATTENDING WERE COUNSELOR FOR POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS ALEXEI I. GARMACHOV AND THIRD SECRETARY/PRESS 
OFFICER OLEG A. NIKOLAEV. 

3. WHILE WE ASSUME THE AGENCY IS ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH 
THE FILM, WE CAN REPORT THAT ALL OF US PRESENT WERE 
IMPRESSED WITH ITS QUALITY. IT WAS VERY WELL MADE AND 
CARRIED AN EXCELLENT SPANISH SOUNDTRACK. THE SOVIETS 
APPEARED TO HAVE GONE TO GREAT PAINS TO PROMOTE THE 
JOINT NATURE OF THE APOLLO-SOYUZ MISSION, RATHER THAN 
TO EXPLOIT THE PROGRAM FOR SPECIFIC SOVIET ADVANTAGE. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THIS IN ITSELF DEMONSTRATED A PRO- 
PAGANDISTS SKILL FOR MINING THIS DHIPLAY OF BROTHER- 
HOOD BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE SOVIET UNION IN A WAY 
VERY USEFUL TO THE SOVIETS, RAISING THEIR IMAGE THROUGH 
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4. THE AMBASSADOR, ASKED LATER BY THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
IF THERE WOULD BE ANY POSIBILITY OF THE EMBASSY SHOWING 
THIS FILM AT THE BNC, REPLIED THAT DECISION WOULD REST 
WITH BNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS. (COMMENT: UNDER PRESENT 
CONDITION IN URUGUAY WE DOUBT BNC WOULD APPROVE AND 
BELIEVE, AS BOARD PROBABLY WOULD, THAT APPROACH WOULD 
NOT MEET WITH FAVOR OF GOU.) 

5. ON DECEMBER 9, PAO WAS VISITED BY PRESS OFFICER 
NIKOLAEV WHO REPEATED REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION OF FILM 
SHOWING AT BNC. PAO STATED THAT ON BASIS HIS INFORMAL 
CONSULTATION WITH BNC BOARD, HE THOUGHT IT BEST NOT TO 
PRESS THE ISSUE AT THE PRESENT TIME. NIKOLAEV SEEMED 

TO UNDERSTAND SITUATION AND DID NOT INSIST. 

6. THE POST IS REPORTING THIS BECAUSE OF ITS POSSIBLE 
INTEREST IF IT SHOULD SIGNAL A KIND OF APPROACH WHICH 
MAY BE MADE AT OTHER POSTS WHERE THE SOVIETS MAY BE IN 
SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES TO THOSE IN URUGUAY WHERE 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THEIR OWN AND ALLIED EASTERN 
EUROPEAN MISSIONS ARE CURTAILED. IT WILL BE RECALLED 
THAT THE GOU ORDERED THE CLOSING OF THE SOVIET CULTURAL 
CENTER LAST YEAR. 
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